
Rotary members around the world have access to different kinds of grants from The Rotary 
Foundation to support service projects, offer scholarships, and organize other activities 
that make a difference in their own communities and far away. Explore four grant options 
that can help turn your vision into reality. 

DISTRICT GRANTS GLOBAL GRANTS DISASTER RESPONSE 
GRANTS

PROGRAMS OF SCALE 
GRANTS

How do we 
use these?

These can address 
community needs in 
alignment with the 
Foundation’s mission.

These support larger, 
international projects 
that align with an area 
of focus. They can also 
support scholarships 
and vocational training 
teams. 

These support relief 
and recovery efforts in 
communities affected 
by natural disasters. 
They can be used to 
provide basic items like 
water, food, medicine, 
and clothing.

These competitive grants allow 
Rotary members to work with 
experienced partners and 
expand proven activities that 
align with an area of focus to 
make a significant impact.

What’s the 
time frame?

These are for short-
term activities that 
have a limited scope.

Use these for longer-
term, sustainable 
projects that address 
needs identified 
in a community 
assessment.

Your district works with 
local entities on relief 
or recovery activities 
within six months of a 
disaster.

These evidence-based, 
sustainable, and measurable 
programs are implemented 
over three to five years.

Do we need 
a partner? 

No, but it’s often a good 
idea to work with other 
local organizations.

You need to work 
with another club 
or district, either as 
the host sponsor or 
international sponsor.

No, but your district 
should collaborate with 
local organizations to 
meet critical needs. 

You need to work with 
implementing and investment 
partners outside Rotary and 
should also collaborate with 
other Rotary entities.

Who can 
apply?

A district, which can 
distribute funds to 
clubs

Clubs and districts A district A club or district

Do we need to be 
qualified to 
apply for grants?

Your district needs to 
be qualified.

Both sponsors need to 
be qualified.

Your district needs 
to be qualified.

The club or district leading the 
program needs to be qualified.

What funding is 
available?

Your district can seek 
up to 50% of its District 
Designated Funds 
allocated for that year.

Global grants have 
a minimum project 
budget of US$30,000. 
You can ask for up to 
US$400,000 from the 
World Fund.

Districts can get up 
to US$25,000 if the 
Disaster Response 
Fund has funds 
available.

One US$2 million grant may be 
awarded each year. Sponsors 
need to secure US$500,000 
from one or more investment 
partners outside Rotary.

How and when 
do we apply?

Your district applies by 
15 May of the Rotary 
year for which you’re 
requesting funds. Your 
club applies to the 
district.

Clubs and districts can 
apply throughout the 
year.

Your district applies 
within six months of 
the disaster.

Your club or district submits 
a concept note by 1 August. 
Select programs are invited to 
develop a full proposal that is 
due in January of the following 
year.

MORE INFORMATION:  
rotary.org/grants
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